ORIGIN OF CONFLICT AND THE FAMII-V
aspects of the child's affection from the loved parent—these
aspects being thus set free for bestowal upon other persons.
The choice of such fresh objects for the child's affection is
determined in accordance with what would appear to be a
general law governing the process of displacement, viz., that
the new end or object, to which the psychic energy is directed,
must have some associative connection with the old object
which has been abandoned. For this reason, it is very frequently
possible to trace some kind of resemblance between the loved
parent and the new object of affection; though this resemblance
may be of very various degrees or kinds. Thus, the new object
of affection may bear some resemblance to the parent in one
or more of the following points: physical appearance (either
general or as regards some special feature), mental character-
istics, circumstances of life (both these last again being either
general or special), age, name, past history, occupation or family
relationship. Sometimes, moreover, the resemblance may be of
an opposing or negative kind, the later object of love being
markedly different from, or contrasting with, the original object
in some one or more of these characters. In the case of a
succession of such loved objects, it is not unusual for the
resemblance to the original object of affection to become
gradually less pronounced, in accordance with a further general
characteristic of Displacement, in virtue of which the higher
sublimations (i. e.p those which imply ends very different from,
and of higher cultural value than, the original objects of desire)
are only attained slowly and through a number of inter-
mediate steps.
A first step of frequent occurrence and of great importance Parent
in a large number of cases is the transference of erotic love Substltulcs
from the parent to some other member of the family, e. g.,
brother, sister or (usually at a somewhat later stage of
development) cousin. In the first two cases the new choice of
object has the additional advantage of tending to abolish the
hate or jealousy which, as we saw, is apt to characterise the
original attitude towards such members of the family: and this
in two ways: — (i) negatively, by removing the cause of the
jealousy, since, as the parent is now no longer the sole object
of affection, the rival claims of brothers and sisters upon the
attention of the parent are no longer felt to be objectionable;
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